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MARNJA JARNDU WOMEN’S REFUGE, BROOME 
Grievance 

MRS MARTIN (Kimberley) [9.10 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Community Development, 
Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth and relates to the Marnja Jarndu Women’s Refuge in Broome.  The 
refuge has a few issues with funding.  Its representatives have made several approaches to me and other 
members of the community.  The refuge provides a 24-hour service.  They point out that the cost of living and 
the other expenses for people who live in the Broome region are over and above the cost of living and the 
expenses for people who live in the metropolitan area.  They wanted that point laid out clearly, so that members 
would know where they are coming from.  A large amount of money is allocated to the refuge, but it is provided 
for other programs.  Of course, individual service agreements accompany that funding.  Staff at the refuge do not 
want to sign the current service agreement because they feel that might not be in their best interest.  When I first 
spoke to them, they were not willing to discuss the matter with me.  However, when the regional cabinet meeting 
was held in Broome, I understand that the minister approached the refuge.  I suggested to representatives of the 
refuge that their best course of action was to go in with an open mind and negotiate their way through.   

This service has been operating for 13 years.  It has an amazing record.  It has done some wonderful work in our 
community, especially with its associated programs, which are unique in many ways and meet the unique needs 
of our community.  It services people from not only Broome but also outlying areas, who are given 
accommodation and have their needs met.  The simple fact is that we need refuges.  There is no argument about 
that.  Refuges are the last resort.  Associated services of the Marnja Jarndu Women’s Refuge assist people to 
integrate back into the community and deal with the horrific circumstances that brought them to the refuge.   

When I spoke to the chairperson of the refuge, Linda Dean, she was angry about the fact that she thought the 
refuge would have to close down.  I said that would be its choice.  It is not about what the Government does.  It 
is about what the committee of the refuge does.  If the committee cannot cope, it needs to look internally at its 
problems.  We had a discussion about that.  I have been assured that the doors to the refuge will not close.   

A rally on this issue was held in Broome on 22 March and was attended by 120 people.  I received a small 
delegation of young schoolgirls.  I suggested to them that they should aim not to be future clients of the refuge 
but should start to develop some skills now if they intend to go into relationships later on.  This is an issue that 
young people have taken on as well.  When I was approached by that delegation of my daughter’s peers, it sent a 
strong message.   

I understand that the minister is committed to our community.  The Government has done the best it can in 
difficult circumstances.  I hope that as a result of this grievance, we will find a way forward so that we can work 
constructively with the community to enable the women’s refuge to reach a win situation in which it can 
continue to deliver a service that is important to not just Broome but also outlying areas.   

The outreach service, which is attached to the refuge, is a unique program.  It operates only part of the year 
because of seasonal variables like the wet season, during which the service cannot get to outlying areas.  It has 
skilled, committed staff.  These people are willing to negotiate and to speak.  Last year, 1 597 women and 3 269 
children slept at that refuge.  When I saw those figures, they highlighted a couple of things to me.   

Ms McHale:  How many children? 

Mrs MARTIN:  Three thousand two hundred and sixty-nine children slept at the refuge.  Of course, they came 
from devastating situations in which violence was present.  It is a 24-hour service.  After these events, people go 
to the refuge.  It is a stopgap measure; we understand that.  However, it provides them with a bit of time to calm 
down.  Another issue is that there have also been a couple of attempted suicides in the refuge involving young 
people, and we are concerned about that. 

We are trying to enhance the service.  We understand that more planning is needed.  I believe that we need to sit 
down, negotiate, talk this through, and look at the best interests of the community.  However, there must be an 
opportunity to allow that to happen.  Basically, that is where we are coming from. 

MS McHALE (Thornlie - Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth) [9.16 
am]:  I thank the member for Kimberley for her very considered and honest analysis of the issue regarding 
Marnja Jarndu Women’s Refuge.  I was asked a question yesterday about this women’s refuge and gave a very 
brief response, as answers must be.  I will take this opportunity to elaborate and to explain the situation to the 
member so that she can, in turn, inform the community of what is happening currently.  I also place on record 
that the member’s work in the Kimberley is recognised by the community.  When the Cabinet was in Broome at 
the weekend, that was very evident.  Also evident was the enormous support in Broome for the women’s refuge.  
Wherever I went, whether it was to a seniors group, a youth group or some other group, people talked to me 
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about the women’s refuge and indicated that it plays a hugely important role in the community in Broome.  That 
is not in question.  I met with Linda Dean on Sunday and Monday, and with Rae, a committee member.  I had a 
very good discussion with Linda about what we might do together.   

I want to pick up on the member for Kimberley’s point about providing time for some good discussions in which 
people are not defensive or feel they have their backs against the wall, so that we can work together.  That is the 
point we are at now.  I am absolutely keen and dedicated to ensure that the Marnja Jarndu Women’s Refuge 
service continues.  I am pleased to tell the member for Kimberley, through you, Mr Speaker, that the committee 
signed yesterday the extension of the agreement to allow those discussions to occur.  I am pleased that that three-
month extension has now been signed.  That will provide the opportunity and the forum for some good 
discussions.   

In addition to the women’s refuge, Marnja Jarndu also runs the outreach service and the victim support service 
for the State Government, as well as a men’s outreach service that is funded by the Commonwealth, although 
that funding may well be in jeopardy.  If that is the case, that will be a retrograde step for the community.  We all 
appreciate the importance of Marnja Jarndu to the Broome community.  It plays an important role in trying to 
minimise or deal with family violence in Broome.  I acknowledge the valuable service provided by Marnja 
Jarndu.  I ask the member for Kimberley to take those comments back to its management committee.  I 
reinforced that view with Linda on Sunday and Monday.  The committee seemed to feel that it was not 
understood or valued.  I tried to break down that perception, and I ask the member to take my message back.  It 
is important that those people understand that we value them.  We had a very constructive meeting on Sunday, 
during which we looked at a number of options.  Obviously, the starting point is that the refuge needs $38 000.  I 
have told the management committee that at this stage I do not have that additional money, but that there are 
ways of saving money without cutting services or staff or diminishing duty hours.  As I said yesterday, this is a 
service that requires adequate staffing on a 24-hour basis.  That is not in question.  However, the refuge has a 
projected workers compensation cost for next year of $28 000.  It could get that insurance for something like 
$16 000.  If that can be negotiated - I think it can - it will provide a $12 000 saving.  I hope people can work 
together and look at the projected expenditure for the next year and see where genuine savings can be made that 
will ensure that money is directed towards service delivery.   

For the long term, there is a need to look for new premises for the Marnja Jarndu service, because it spends a lot 
of money on maintenance.  That relates to the service agreement.  The Department of Housing and Works does 
not pay for routine maintenance.  In the long term, we must work together to try to find a new property for the 
service so that the money that is currently spent on maintenance can be put back into service delivery.  I have 
made some uncommitted funding available to the refuge.  It is feeling pressured, and it can now utilise that 
money over the next three months to remove some of that apparent pressure.   

I feel that as a result of the meeting the committee is aware that it has direct access to me to talk about its 
problems, that options are available that will not diminish the level of service, and that the Government 
appreciates and listens to what it has to say.  It was a good meeting.  Obviously, the refuge would still prefer me 
to give it a cheque for $38 000.  The management committee asked me whether I will consider its needs if 
additional funding becomes available.  I assured it that should additional funding become available, I will look at 
its claims very seriously.   

We need to look at how we can bolster the services for children.  The 3 000 children going through the refuge 
each year need enormous support so that their lives are not permanently affected by the trauma of witnessing 
family violence.  I give the member a commitment that I will look at what we can do in that area with 
particularly children.  
 


